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SPP Indicator 1

Percent of youth with IEPs graduating from high 
school in 2008-09 with a regular diploma.

States must report using the graduation rate 
calculation and timeline established by the 

Department under the ESEA. 

New Baseline: 43.0% (2007-08 rate)

Feb. 2010 APR: 43.0%  (2007-08 rate)

Feb. 2011 APR: Target 43.5% (2008-09 data) 



SPP Indicator 1: Whatôs New?

SB 4 

Educational Accountability

http://www.flsenate.gov/data/session/2010/Senate/

bills/billtext/pdf/s0004er.pdf

http://www.flsenate.gov/data/session/2010/Senate/bills/billtext/pdf/s0004er.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/data/session/2010/Senate/bills/billtext/pdf/s0004er.pdf


SB 4

High School Graduation Requirements

ÅRequires Geometry and Algebra II as 2 of the 4 required high 
school mathematics credits

Å Requires Biology I and Chemistry or Physics and an equally 
rigorous course as the 3 required science credits

Å Increases required mathematics credits from 3 to 4 for 
students selecting the accelerated 18-hour college 
preparatory or the career preparatory gradation options

Å Requires high schools to provide acceleration courses and to 
advise students of such courses

ÅRepeals the provision relating to high school major and minor 
areas of interest

Å Creates Credit Acceleration Program (CAP) to allow a student 
to earn high school course credit by attaining a passing score 
on the corresponding statewide, standardized EOC 
assessment



SB 4 

End-of-Course Assessments/FCAT

ÅRequires an EOC assessment:
ïAlgebra I

ïGeometry

ïBiology I

ÅEliminates grade 9 and grade 10 FCAT Math

ÅEliminates FCAT Science at high school level

ÅStudents with disabilities are required to take EOC 
assessments

ÅIf the IEP team determines the EOC assessment 
cannotaccurately measure the studentôs abilities 
taking into consideration all allowable 
accommodations, the results may be waived for the 
purpose of determining the studentôs course grade and 
credit (Guidelines TBD)



School Grades Clarification

ÅNational Governors Association (NGA) 
rate (which includes special diploma 
recipients as graduates) used for 2009-10 
and 2010-11 Graduation Rate

ÅThereafter, the same calculation used for 
school grades as for AYP reporting (the 
federal uniform rate, which only counts 
standard diploma recipients as graduates)



SPP Indicator 2

Percent of youth with IEPs dropping out of high 
school in 2008-09. 

The percentage of students in grades 9-12 
(from the yearôs total enrollment) who have 

withdrawn from school and have been 
assigned a dropout withdrawal reason code. 

Feb. 2010 APR: 4.2% (2007-08 rate)

Feb. 2011 APR Target: 3.75% (2008-09 rate)



Dropout Prevention: 

6th Grade Indicators

ñFollowing nearly 13,000 Philadelphia students 
over a number of years, researchers found that 
60% of students in the study who dropped out 
of high-poverty schools could be identified by 
one or more of four indicators in the 6th grade:

ÅFailing English

ÅFailing math

ÅAttending school 80% of the time or less

ÅReceiving at least one out-of-school 
suspensionò



Dropout Prevention:

Middle Grades Indicators for Improvement

Effective Interventions
Five indicators which have a strong impact on 

middle grades achievement were cited as 

follows:
ÅTeacher support

ÅTeacher and peer expectations

ÅParental involvement

ÅThe extent to which students feel the math they 

are studying will be useful to them later in life

ÅStudentsô intrinsic interest in math

- The Progress of Education Reform 2007, Dropout 

Prevention, (Vol. 8, No. 1, July  2007)



Dropout Prevention: 

The Freshman Year

The freshman year matters!!!!!!!!!!!!!

ÅOn-Track

ÅFailures

ÅGrades

ÅAbsences


