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End of Course (EOC) Assessments

Assuming that a student makes adequate grades (70 average) each nine weeks, then takes the EOC assessment and fails due to the 30% of grade calculation (drops the grade below 70), is the 30% grade calculation removed from the final grade to bring the score back to a passing grade? 
· No.

How is this calculated? 
· See the grade forgiveness question in the “Memorandum: Senate Bill 4 Implementation technical assistance paper,” which can be downloaded from the resources section of the Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction, Senate Bill 4 Implementation website at http://www.fldoe.org/BII/sb4i.asp. Ultimately this is a district decision. The student has the option to repeat one or both semesters and retake the EOC to improve the grade and pass the EOC. Best practice would be to remediate and retake exam. Each student’s unique needs and GPA should be considered. 
What are the allowable accommodations for EOC assessments? Are they the same as FCAT?

· See the “Computer-Based Testing (CBT) Accommodations Information” memorandum.

Does remediation need to be initiated if a student doesn’t pass a course? If so, how?
· See the remediation question in the “Memorandum: Senate Bill 4 Implementation technical assistance paper” at the link above.
Must we have an IEP meeting and documentation to issue an EOC Waiver? This doesn’t necessarily change the content of the IEP. 

· Yes. Section 1003.428, F.S., specifically requires that decisions regarding an EOC must be made by the IEP team. The IEP team must convene to consider whether the student meets all requirements to be considered for the waiver. An EOC assessment waiver form may be used to guide the IEP team through this process. (See item 55 on page 13 of 68 in the “Memorandum: Senate Bill 4 Implementation” technical assistance paper.)

· Evidence that the IEP team should review to determine that the student demonstrates skills and proficiencies needed for course credit includes, but is not limited to:

· Classroom work samples

· Coursework grades

· Teacher observations

· Relevant classroom data derived from formative assessment

· Intensive remediation activities on the required course standards

· Higher –level, related coursework (honors, advanced placement, etc.)

· Related postsecondary coursework through dual enrollment (See item 51 on page 12 of 68 in the “Memorandum: Senate Bill 4 Implementation” technical assistance paper.)

Do we have to invite all IEP team members if the meeting isn’t going to necessitate changes to the IEP?

· Yes. Districts need to ensure that the IEP team is appropriately constituted in accordance with the IEP rule. However, the composition of the team may change from one meeting to another. As with any other circumstance, the required members must be included.

With results taking two weeks, it may put the results for consideration of the EOC waiver into the summer. Should the IEP team be convened in the summer or can the team wait until the fall to convene?

· There is nothing that would preclude the IEP team from making this decision upon the return of staff at the beginning of the next school year.  However, the team would want to consider this promptly given the implications for the student’s schedule for the new school year.  

Can the 30 percent of the grade calculation requirement be waived?

· No. However, the grade forgiveness policy still applies to the cohort of students with the requirement for an EOC assessment to count as 30 percent of the student’s final course grade. (See item 20 on page 8 of 68 in the Memorandum: Senate Bill 4 Implementation” technical assistance paper.)

Is the PERT test required for all students prior to graduation?

· No. Senate Bill 1908, passed by the 2008 Florida Legislature and signed into law by the Governor on June 30, 2008, includes revisions to section 1008.30, Florida Statutes, relating to common placement testing for postsecondary education and extending opportunities for remediation to high school seniors. Specifically, this legislation requires cross-sector (secondary-postsecondary) cooperative efforts to expand the college/career readiness testing of 11th grade students who express postsecondary intent, and further collaborative efforts to make postsecondary remediation available to 12th grade students who demonstrate a need for and interest in additional preparation. Important goals of this law are to: 1) increase the number and percentage of students who graduate from high school "college and career ready"; 2) better communicate with 11th grade students and their parents the requirements and opportunities for enrollment in college-credit courses without a need for remediation, and; 3) to provide students, whose test scores in Reading, Writing and/or Mathematics indicate any gaps, an opportunity to attain needed competencies in 12th grade prior to high school graduation. (See Common Placement Testing and Remediation for High School Students at http://www.fldoe.org/schools/CommonplacementTesting.asp.) 


Performance-Based Exit Option

How do “End of Course Assessments” fit in with the Performance-Based Exit Option?  

· To date, this has not been determined.  So, this will be announced at a later date.

What credentials are received by the student? 

· Students who pass the GED Tests and the FCAT must be awarded a State of Florida High School Performance-Based Diploma in addition to the State of Florida High School Diploma. The district must award the State of Florida High School Performance-Based Diploma.  The student is entitled to their State of Florida High School Diploma (GED); however, they would receive or request this from the GED Testing Center. The student is entitled to both diplomas because a student may be going out-of-state to school and need the GED credential for admission to a college or university that is out-of-state.  

· If a student passes the GED tests but does not pass the FCAT, the school district may award only the State of Florida High School Diploma. 

· Per Florida Statute 1008.22(9), a senior can graduate by receiving a passing score on the ACT or SAT tests comparable to the FCAT passing score. (Note: Beginning July 1, 2010, students who have not passed the FCAT may substitute concordant passing scores at any time [prior to July 1, 2010, students were required to take the FCAT at least three times without passing in order to use the concordant scores.])

How does the State of Florida High School Performance-Based Diploma impact the graduation rate?

· It is not calculated in the graduation rate as only standard diplomas are calculated in the graduation rate.  (The performance-based diplomas will be classified the same as GED high school exit option diplomas in the graduation rate for high school grading. Students who receive a performance-based diploma (which is not a standard diploma) will be counted as non-graduates in this rate calculation. The “equal status” clause in the legislation (s. 1003.435, F.S.) pertains to high school equivalency diplomas’ credentials for individual students (admission purposes, qualification to enter certain postsecondary programs, etc.). The statute from which the language was pulled is not a new statute. It’s been in place since 2002. For school grading purposes, the performance-based diploma is still a type of high school equivalency diploma (like GED diplomas).

Does the statement related to 7th grade reading level to enroll in the option and 9th grade to test, mean that the student has to be reading at the 9th grade level to test or be in the 9th grade to pursue the option? 

· The statement means the student must be at a 9th grade reading level to test.  These benchmarks were set based upon what is needed to ensure a student can pass the FCAT, as well as the GED.   Please remember that to participate in the Performance-Based Exit Option a student must be enrolled in high school and taking high school courses.  Also note that it is the 10th grade FCAT which counts for graduation. As such, it would be assumed that a student is at least 10th grade when being tested for FCAT and GED.

How old do students have to be to enroll in this option?  

· The student must be 16 years old and enrolled in a Pk-12 program. The student must also meet the following criteria:

· The student must be enrolled in courses that meet high school graduation requirements and is earning and receiving credits;

· The student must be over age for grade, behind in credits, have a low grade point average, and be in jeopardy of not graduating with his or her cohort group

· The cohort group with which the student entered kindergarten is graduating or has graduated.

· The student’s reading level must be at seventh grade or higher at the time of selection (ninth grade or higher at the time of GED testing), as documented by the Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE) reading component or other test to determine grade level proficiency 

What grade level?

· To participate, the student must be at least high school grade level. To take the 10th grade FCAT, the student must be at least 10th grade.

What specific assessment(s) are used to determine the reading levels? 

· Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE) or other test to determine grade level proficiency 

Are students exiting under this option allowed to walk with their graduating class (kindergarten cohorts)?

· Students utilizing the Performance-Based Exit Option Model are enrolled in courses that meet high school graduation requirements and are eligible to participate in all high school activities, including extracurricular activities and graduation ceremonies.

Can students access postsecondary education and the military with this credential?

· The DPS: 2010-190, Performance-Based Exit Option Application, states that “The State of Florida High School Performance-Based Diploma has equal status with a standard diploma for all state purposes, including admission to any state university or college. See section 1003.435(6)(a), Florida Statutes. Each branch of the military will have to make the decision as to whether or not the diploma will be accepted for their purposes. Currently, the military classifies equivalency diplomas as Tier 2 diplomas. As the State of Florida High School Performance-Based Diploma is an equivalency diploma, many military branches are not outright taking students with equivalency diplomas. Instead, they require them to complete at least one semester of community college prior to entry. However, it is important to remember that the military recruits based on need and when we go back to a time where not many people are trying to enter the military, they will most likely begin again taking people outright with equivalency diplomas.


Do students have to go off-campus to take coursework in pursuing the Performance-Based Exit Option?

· No.

The time frames being given for receipt of end of course (EOC) exams could be after teachers have left for the summer.  A waiver determination has to be made so that students could receive their final grade. What is FDOE's recommendation on remedying this situation?

· There is nothing that would preclude the IEP team from making this decision upon the return of staff at the beginning of the next school year. However, the team would want to consider this promptly given the implications for the student’s schedule for the new school year.  

Since districts may not get EOC assessment results until after teachers are off for the summer, what recommendations are there for conducting IEP EOC assessment waiver meetings in a timely manner?

· See the answer above.

We are hoping to know the timelines of the return of the EOC scores before the end of the year. We are contemplating trying to hire personnel for the summer to meet this mandate. Fiscally it is a challenging.

· See the answer above. 

If locally we are replacing a semester exam for the EOCs for students who are in grades 10, 11, or 12, should a waiver be considered due to the impact on the students’ grades?
· Students are only eligible for waivers of the EOCs factored in as described in the Senate Bill 4 7-Year Timeline for Implementation. EOC assessment results do not factor into current grade 10-12 students. They must participate if enrolled in Algebra 1 or its equivalent. 
An EOC assessment results waiver may be obtained for the purpose of  determining the student’s course grade and credit as required in s. 1003.428 (4)(a), F.S.
In advance for next year, a middle school student taking algebra would have to take the exam for high school credit.  Will the waiver be considered for middle school students in that scenario? 

· Yes. All students with disabilities are eligible for the EOC waiver. 

What happens if a student doesn't pass an end-of-course exam which is weighted at 30% of the students’ grade (e.g. if they were at a C average and didn't pass, they would fail the course)? Can the student retake the end-of-course exam? If so, when is the student eligible to retake the end-of-course exam?

· Section 1003.428(4)(a), Florida Statutes (F.S.), requires that for courses that require statewide standardized EOC assessments...a minimum of 30 % of a student’s course grade shall be comprised of performance on the EOC assessment.

· Section 1003.428(8)(b), 2, F.S., specifies that a student with a disability...shall have EOC assessment results waived for the purpose of determining the student’s course grade and credit as required in paragraph (4)(a).

· If the IEP team determines that the EOC cannot accurately measure the student’s abilities and the results should be waived, then the final grade calculation would not include 30% of the EOC assessment results. 

· If the IEP team does not determine that the results should be waived, the student has the option to repeat one or both semesters and retake the EOC to improve the grade and pass the EOC. Best practice would be to remediate and retake the exam. Each student’s unique needs and GPA should be considered.

Diplomas
What courses should students who are InD on the access points be enrolled in? 
· They should be enrolled in the access courses.  Right now the only courses available are for math and science. Others will be added to the CCD as they become available.
What courses should students who aren’t included in the 1% be taking?  
· They should be enrolled in the basic education courses.  Examples are listed below.  

· Algebra 1a and 1b (Fulfills Algebra)
· Applied Math series
· English Skills Level 1 Series
· Pre-Algebra (Level 1)
· Explorations 1 and 2 (Level 1)
· Business Math (Level 1)
· Biology (Pass Materials)
· Intensive Science
· Integrated Science series

Statewide, how many students who exit prior to age 22 with a special diploma reenroll and receive a GED? Can you get it from FETPIP?

· This data is not available and cannot be accessed.


If a student takes standard diploma courses and enters those courses at the access points, and has the EOC exam waived, does the student receive a standard diploma? (even students with more significant disabilities)

· Students who participate in the basic (standard) courses should NOT be using the access points. The access courses are where the access points should be taught. The basic courses are where the general content standards are taught.  

Is the state pursuing any options to address concerns regarding special diploma not counting toward the graduation rate beginning 2011-12?

· This is beyond the state’s control. The National Governors Association (NGA) proposed a uniform rate, and all 50 states signed on to use the rate.

Will Access Points be revised with the new common core standards? If so, what are the timelines?

· Yes, the access points will be revised to align with the common core standards. Florida will be part of a federal project that will be developing formative assessment and other instructional tools that align with the alternate standards. One of the things this project will be involved with is the alignment of alternate standards to the common core. This work will begin in the fall of 2011.  

Is the Florida Department of Education (FDOE) looking at working with Florida’s Virtual School (FLVS) to design platforms for access points’ courses to provide technology-based options, particularly at the independent level?

· We are considering a number of different options.

Can students work for non-profits instead of working in the private sector, which must be minimum wage to earn a special diploma?

· Assuming this relates to Special Diploma Option 2, students may work for non-profit organizations, but they must be paid minimum wage and meet all other requirements for Option 2. Otherwise, students may volunteer with non-profits in a true volunteerism capacity, but this would not meet the employment criteria for Special Diploma Option 2 or Florida’s course descriptions for paid employment (e.g., Career Placement, Supported Competitive Employment).

What consideration is being given to exclude students with specific learning disabilities, EBD, that do not have significant cognitive disabilities from the language in the revised special diploma rule?

· None. Pursuit of a special diploma should not be driven by the student’s exceptionality, but by the student’s needs.

Is further consideration being given to students who do not qualify for access courses, yet still qualify for special diploma and are recommended for courses other than level 1 as they still have to meet graduation requirements, (e.g., Algebra, Geometry, etc...)?

· We are currently working on developing guidance to districts on this topic. Districts need to look at the course offerings and ensure that students have the supports they need in order to enroll in and be successful in courses.  

A number of states offer technical/vocational education diplomas. Will Florida be doing the same?

· A high school career diploma has been proposed via 2011 Senate and House bills.

Can a student's transcript indicate that they received a special diploma?  If not how would the students’ academic credentials be verified that they were receiving services through a modified curriculum?  It is a data element on the state’s FASTER system, so clarification is needed.

· Response will be forthcoming.

Does including special diploma on a student’s transcript constitute disclosure of a student’s disability status?

· Response will be forthcoming.

My primary question is whether a student other than an "access points/alt assessment student" can receive a special diploma.

· Yes.

For instance, a student that does not meet the criteria for access points/alt. assessment, but is unable to pass chemistry or physics. Can we award that student a special diploma since they cannot meet all of the credit requirements, or do they get absolutely no diploma at all?

· Yes. There should be procedures for movement between diploma options for students with disabilities. The students would then need to meet the criteria for a special diploma.

Can the IEP team determine that the chemistry or physics course is not appropriate for that student and allow a different course instead to award the standard diploma? There was a tag line in the Course Code Directory that mentioned something along the lines of "or another course as deemed appropriate by the IEP team." We weren't sure where that came from, but we wondered if that was implying that the IEP team could allow the student to take different courses as long as they were regular education courses and the correct number of credits is earned.

· The requirement for one credit in Chemistry or Physics also includes or “a series of courses equivalent to Chemistry or Physics.” This applies to all students and is not specific to students with disabilities or the IEP team.

 Who can earn a special diploma, Option 2? Any student in any disability category?

· Students with disabilities who have been identified as a student with an intellectual disability; an autism spectrum disorder; a language impairment; an orthopedic impairment; an other health impairment; a traumatic brain injury; an emotional or behavioral disability; a specific learning disability, including, but not limited to, dyslexia, dyscalculia, or developmental aphasia; or students who are deaf or hard of hearing; or dual sensory impaired. Students who have been identified as visually impaired or speech impaired are not eligible for a special diploma unless they also have another identified disability.

Are the individual districts able to determine the criteria for Option 2, or is the state developing new guidelines?

· Currently, the requirements for Special Diploma Option 2 can be found in 6A-1.09961, F.A.C., Graduation Requirement for Certain Students with Disabilities. Districts must follow State Board of Education Rules, but may have more stringent requirements. The state is currently working to propose new rules. 


Many educators have worked hard to help students with SLD and/or EBD earn a standard diploma instead of a special diploma. With the new requirements, how do educators prevent from “undoing” this work?

· It is imperative that courses taken in earlier grades are designed to prepare these students for more rigorous courses in high school. Higher expectations should result in higher achievement as students progress from grade to grade and ultimately from school to post-school environments. It is important to remember that if the IEP team determines the assessment results can’t accurately measure the student’s abilities, the end-of-course assessment results can be waived. 

Could the Special Diploma possibly be removed from use in the state of Florida?

· There are no plans for removing special diplomas in the state of Florida. A work group met in January of 2011 to develop new draft rules for special diploma options. We anticipate that the draft rules will soon be available for public comment.

In regards to Special Diploma Option 2, the added requirements for academic coursework seem counterintuitive for students in middle school who are significantly older than their cohorts (many are at-risk for dropping out). Students who are 16 or 17 and still in middle school may not have access to high school credits; therefore, how would they be able to work towards an Option 2 Special Diploma?

· There are no statutes or rules that prohibit students in middle school from taking high school courses.  

Miscellaneous 

Can students pursue dual enrollment and the GED at the same time? 

· Regular K-12 students (excluding performance-based diploma exit option) cannot be enrolled in GED preparation. They must be enrolled in credit generating courses.  


Slide 45 indicates that cohorts will start with kindergarten group now. It used to be 1st grade? Is this correct?

· According to the Dropout Prevention Office, it is and has always been kindergarten cohort.


What Career and Technical Centers currently have good policies for serving students with disabilities? 
· Each technical center has a specialist who will work with students with disabilities to ensure success in their chosen field of study. We recommend that students advocate for themselves to get the services they require.

Is the reauthorization of IDEA underway and what are speculative changes?

· We have no information on the reauthorization of IDEA or speculative changes to date.

What about Indicator 14, is it being counted? Will the employment indicator be adjusted to reflect economic down turn?

· New baseline data was set for Indicator 14 in the February 2011 submission of Florida’s State Performance Plan, which can be accessed from the Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services’ home page at http://www.fldoe.org/ese/. Additional information will be forthcoming from the Bureau.

While we understand the importance of designating a transition contact for purposes of correspondence, could consideration be given to include additional parties in e-mails and invitations to events that have responsibility towards meeting indicators pertaining to transition such as: dropout prevention contacts, general education curriculum supervisors, compliance contacts, staffing, etc?

· This is an excellent idea, and we’ll see how we may be able to address and facilitate better communication in the future.

With the push toward college prep curriculum in our high schools, are there any plans to help our struggling ESE regular education and IVE students obtain appropriate curriculum and gain the required experience for successful postsecondary placement?

· Yes. A number of activities are being considered and underway. BEESS is meeting with various FDOE staff to ensure that students with disabilities are considered.

Are K12 policies and procedures that may impede opportunities for students who are 18-22 years old being addressed?

Additional information is needed to answer this question. There are some Florida Statutes and rules that are already being considered for revisions to address certain opportunities for students who are 18-22 and enrolled in postsecondary programs.

Resources

Please provide the Counseling for Future Education link. 

· http://facts23.facts.org/florida/facts/Home_Page/Counselors_and_Educators/Advising_Manuals/Counseling_for_Future_Education_Handbook/!ut/p/c5/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3iDEEtPfx9TQwN3Sz8DA093C38_M19_A393E_1wkA6gChzA0QAqDzPBIsDFEGiCu4eXgbezoaexmb6fR35uqn5Bdnaao6OiIgDDNWST/ 
NOTE: The section on “Postsecondary Counseling for Students with Disabilities” begins on page 33 of the hard copy, 36 of the pdf.


Please provide the one-page document that explains how to count acceleration into school grades. 

· http://schoolgrades.fldoe.org/pdf/0910/Guidesheet2010SchoolGrades.pdf
· Additional information on school grades can be accessed via the following link: http://schoolgrades.fldoe.org/ 

Have the revisions for the high school Standing Up for Me materials been completed, and if so, when can we expect them? 

· No. The materials are currently in draft form, and we hope to have them ready for a small pilot in April/May 2011.

What informal transition assessments are available for supported/participatory levels?

· The best source of information is the spoke of the “Transition Wheel” on transition assessment that can be found on the Project 10 website at http://www.project10.info/TransitionWheel.php?PageCategory=Transition%20Wheel. This spoke contains a section that deals exclusively with transition assessment for students with significant disabilities.  


